
Bryce’s
Perspective

Bryce Towell started at Montessori 

By The Sea as a Casa student and 

graduated in 2014 after completing 

Grade 8. He is currently completing a 

Bachelor’s in Civil Engineering at 

York University in Ontario, Canada.



Educational 
Journey

I'm currently at York 

University completing a 

Bachelor's in Civil 

Engineering. I really enjoy 

putting things together. 

From the smallest of LEGO 

sets and houses of cards to 

the greatest of bridges and 

towers, I love seeing how 

things are put up, and how 

to keep them standing. Civil 

engineering just seemed like 

the perfect fit for exploring 

that fascination.

When I recall my Casa and 

Elementary years at 

Montessori By The Sea, I 

always look back fondly at my 

social growth. There was 

always a sense of family I 

never saw at other schools. 

Because of just how small the 

school was and is, we worked 

and played with kids our age 

but also had the opportunity 

to do things with the older 

kids and the younger kids. It 

was only later that I realized 

how useful that age range 

really was. The older ones 

were an example, and likewise 

I would have to grow and set a 

good example for the younger 

kids. 

Since the school and class 

size were small at MBTS, I 

had to learn how to deal 

with problems. I couldn't run 

away if I had issues. I'm 

happy to say the friends I 

had fights with on the 

playground are still my 

friends today because, with 

a little help from the 

teachers, every step of the 

way was about resolving 

those problems, not 

forgetting them.



Adjusting to 
Change

The transition from MBTS to 

Cayman International School 

was a relatively easy one; 

the nice thing about being in 

Cayman is that you always 

know at least one person 

anywhere you go. 

Of course it's never fun 

leaving the place where you 

grew up, your second home, 

but having everyone at 

Montessori joining me on 

my way to CIS helped, and

knowing others at CIS was 

also relaxing.

Put simply, I was not an 

academically gifted child. I 

always finished the work 

that needed to be finished, 

but my mother can attest 

that I was not one to apply 

myself and would have much 

rather been on the 

playground. Ascending 

through the ranks at MBTS 

though (with a LOT of help 

from teachers) I learned 

what it actually means to 

learn: You don't have to be 

a smart student to be a 

good student, because the 

best students are the ones 

who enjoy themselves. 

Learning is something that 

too many people feel forced, 

and that's because in many 

ways it is, but MBTS showed 

me that it's a privilege and a 

joy to learn - not a chore. 

Carrying that with me in life 

helped me to enjoy learning 

just that little bit more, and 

with anything, once you are 

happy and interested you 

will go leaps and bounds 

more than you could 

otherwise.



What did I 
gain from 

MBTS?
One of the most 

important ideas I picked 

up in my time at MBTS 

was that there is more to 

learn in life than math and 

literature. Every step of 

the way I was encouraged 

to learn how to problem-

solve, consider how 

someone else might be 

feeling in an argument, 

help others and be 

independent as well as 

work as a team. 

I'm proud to say I remember 

most of my 12 times tables, but 

beyond that I learned how to 

help myself and how to use that 

to help others.

My advice to the Grade 6 students 

at MBTS is to enjoy it. Enjoy the 

little things, enjoy the big things, 

and if you don't feel like you are 

enjoying it, you are all on your way 

to new places. 

Let that little step help you on the 

much greater one of enjoying the 

amazing gift it is to be you, and to 

be on the road you are on now.
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“Looking back at my 
Montessori years, I 

don't see MBTS as a 
school. It did help me 
to grow academically, 

but the focus of the 
school was not to be a 
school; it was to be a 
home and a harbor 

from which to sail on 
to even greater seas.”



Harper’s
Perspective

Harper Barrowman attended MBTS 

from 2011 to 2018, starting in Casa 

and graduating in Grade 6. 

Harper is currently in Year 11 at 

Cayman Prep and High School.



Educational 
Journey

After completing Upper 

Elementary at MBTS, I 

proceeded to attend high 

school at Cayman Prep and 

High School, where I’m now 

completing Year 11 (GCSE).

I have so many great 

memories I couldn’t possibly 

pick a favorite, but one 

experience that I will always 

remember was going to 

MMUN. It will always stand 

out as the big and the bold 

in my childhood. 

Having said that, I think the 

best part of MBTS isn’t the 

huge, incredible experiences 

(although those are 

definitely amazing) but the 

everyday friendship and 

community that came to 

pass in all of my classes 

throughout my time there. 



Adjusting to 
Change

In my transition to Cayman 

Prep from MBTS I felt that 

physically the change in 

workload was not too much 

of a problem. However, I did 

find a challenge in having so 

many teachers at once and 

moving between classes that 

are set to a strict schedule. 

MBTS helped me to think 

outside the box, and to use 

what I know to figure out 

what I don’t, a more creative 

way of thinking than 

traditional education. MBTS 

taught me fun, unique ways of 

learning that mean so much to 

me, especially now that 

everything is the same old 

routine every day. I find that 

Prep lacks the magic that 

Montessori holds through the 

relationships with students 

and teachers in their 

classroom. It’s a special thing 

MBTS has, I don’t think any 

school could replicate it. 

At MBTS I was able to work at 

my own pace and explore what 

I was interested in, to the 

extent I wished, which set me 

up greatly as it gave me the love 

of learning that I still experience 

today. I constantly use the skills 

I was given in MBTS to continue 

to push myself and set more 

challenging goals for my time at 

Prep. 



What did I 
gain from 

MBTS?
Perhaps the most useful 

thing I learned in all my 

years was: if there is ever 

something you don’t 

understand, sleep on it. 

It’s worked every time so 

far.

Without MBTS I would not be 

the person I am today. I got a 

chance to truly appreciate 

learning for what it is, not based 

on some huge exams at the end 

of the year but understanding 

topics to their fullest extent just 

because you want to, and for the 

most part being in control of 

your own learning. I have taken 

that energy with me and always 

try to see things from that 

positive yet challenging 

approach, where problems are 

simply solutions in disguise. 

To any Grade 6 or any student at 

all: take advantage of the freedom 

you have! MBTS gives such a 

unique opportunity to dive 

headfirst into anything you enjoy 

and go crazy with it - so go crazy! 

Learn all about those topics that 

spark your interest and share them 

with others in any creative way you 

can dream up because you won’t 

have time to do that in later years. 

Work hard, but most importantly, 

have fun. It’s a long road from the 

end of Grade 6 forwards. Enjoy 

MBTS because I know school can 

seem boring or hard sometimes, 

but the support and freedom you 

experience there is unlike 

anywhere else.
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“MBTS was my whole life 
at one point, and it was 
an amazing point of my 
life. Now it’s a collection 

of golden memories I will 
never forget. 

My days of being a 
student at MBTS are over 

but my days of learning 
from those experiences 

are not.” 



Kaz’s
Perspective

Kaz Conolly-Basdeo started at MBTS in the 

Toddler Program and graduated from the Upper 

Elementary Program in 2020. He is currently in 

Year 9 at John Gray High School.



Educational 
Journey

I am attending John 

Gray High School 

and I’m in Year 9. 

After completing 

high school I would 

like to pursue an 

undergraduate 

degree in a university 

located in England. I 

am planning to 

pursue a career in the 

culinary arts.

My best memories of 

my years at MBTS are 

of the unconditional 

support and help 

provided by the 

wonderful teachers.

I miss many things 

about MBTS, including 

the beach and the 

breeze, but most 

importantly I miss the 

bright and cheerful 

MBTS community.



Adjusting to 
Change

My transition from 

MBTS to John Gray 

High School had me 

very nervous. The 

most challenging part 

for me was making 

friends.

One thing that made 

the transition easier 

was the vast amount 

of knowledge, which 

helped me move up 

to higher sets where I 

made most of my 

friends. 

My education at 

MBTS was a hands-on 

type of learning, 

which gave me a 

deeper 

understanding of 

topics that I am 

studying in school. 



What did I 
gain from 

MBTS?
I learned many key 

life skills during my 

time at MBTS but the 

most important ones 

were the ones I was 

taught at a young 

age. Grace and 

courtesy are things 

that I will never 

forget.

If I could give advice 

to a current Grade 6 

student at MBTS, I 

would tell them to 

enjoy the time they 

have left at 

Montessori and to 

prepare for high 

school! 

Montessori By The 

Sea is a wonderful 

school with kind and 

caring teachers who 

are always willing to 

help.
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“I am deeply grateful for 
Montessori By The Sea 

because hands-on learning 
gave me a different way to 

look at many different 
problems. 

MBTS helped shape me into 
the person I am now by 

teaching me key life skills 
that I will never forget.”


