
Gabby’s 
PerspectiveGabriella Cansell, or Gabby, joined Montessori By 

The Sea at the tender age of 8 months old and 
left as an adolescent, completing the Elementary 

and Middle Years Program at the time. She then 
attended high school at Cayman Prep, and is 

now in university in England. Her younger sister 
Cameron also attended MBTS, and her brother 

Ethan is currently in Upper Elementary.



Educational 
Journey

“I started at MBTS when I was 8 months old, so 
the majority of my fondest childhood memories 

are cemented with MBTS,  from the Friday 
afternoon ‘dance parties’ on the playground that 

Ms. Andrea would host, to developing ‘real estate’ 
on the beach (building bamboo forts!). 

I can genuinely say that one of the best things 
from my time there was watching the people I 
met along the way become my lifelong friends 

and family. MBTS was such a nurturing place to 
grow up in...” 

“I attend the University 

of Exeter in England.”

Prior to university, Gabby 

attended and completed 

her secondary education 

at Cayman Prep and 

Highschool.

“I am currently studying 

Accounting and 

Finance. I chose this 

course as I have always 

loved Maths, and living 

in Cayman, I am 

constantly surrounded 

by and curious to learn 

more about the world of 

Finance.”

“… when I think about my 

Casa/Elementary years (at 

MBTS), I really value the 

safe, welcoming 

environment that my 

teachers created, and how 

they never made school 

feel like a chore - always 

incorporating some 

element of fun in the 

lessons to motivate us and 

encourage our curiosity.” 
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Adjusting to 
Change

“It was a bit difficult adapting to a 

mainstream school system that 

did not allow for flexibility, but 

luckily, I always felt that 

Montessori had helped me stay 

ahead of the game academically, 

so the transition wasn’t that 

challenging.”

“I personally enjoyed 

my transition from 

MBTS… I was really 

excited to start high 

school and meet new 

people.”

“ I was also very 

fortunate in that 

everyone at my new 

school was very 

receptive and 

welcoming, making my 

move a lot easier.”

What advice would you 

give a Grade 6 student at 

MBTS?

“My advice would be to 

continue your love of 

learning that MBTS has 

instilled in you, as you 

will go so far in life with 

a curious mind!” 
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What did I gain 
from my Montessori 

education at MBTS?

“I think MBTS gave me a very positive 

outlook on education; going into high 

school and now ultimately university, I 

never regarded school as a chore but 

rather as an opportunity. Ultimately this 

prepared me for success because it left me 

with a strong work ethic that I can apply to 

many areas in my life.” 

“I would say that 

through allowing me to 

learn on my own path, 

MBTS fostered a great 

sense of independence 

in me that has proven 

invaluable, especially 

now in university, in my 

personal life and 

academically too.”

“I also learned through 

my time at Montessori, 

the importance of 

teamwork. Having such 

close-knit classmates, 

we never let each other 

struggle to understand 

something, or get a task 

done.”

“My time at Montessori, 

through our KIDS CARE 

initiatives also taught 

me to be grateful for the 

things I have in life -

opportunities I’ve been 

granted, people I know, 

and, quite importantly, 

our environment as 

well!”
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“Montessori By The 
Sea is a place that 

will always be 
home.”

“Through the generosity we showed each other 

at MBTS, I learned how to be a compassionate 

and caring person. Seeing how everyone 

genuinely cared for the well-being of not only 

other classmates, but the community and our 

environment as well, was such a positive 

influence on my character. Our teachers always 

loved to refer to the golden rule: ‘Do unto 

others as you would have them do unto you.’ 

Seeing how this helped our little classroom to 

thrive encouraged me to apply this in my life.” 5



Jake’s
Perspective

Jake Booker started at Montessori By The Sea as 
a three-year-old in Casa. He attended MBTS for 

ten years, and is currently in Grade 10 at 
Cayman Prep and Highschool.



Educational 
Journey

“The education at MBTS was 

very interactive, making it easier to 

communicate with peers and 

teachers. Now, in high school, I am 

able to understand the importance 

of maintaining positive relationships 

with teachers to ensure I receive all 

needed help when struggling.”

“I am currently 

attending Grade 10 at 

Cayman Prep and High 

School.”

“During my CASA years, I 

developed a lot of 

creative and useful skills. I 

have a lot of great 

memories, but Art and 

Crafts stood out to me as 

a fun and entertaining 

activity and my teachers 

always pushed me to 

spend my time developing 

new ideas.“

“My favourite subject 

was definitely P.E. with 

Ms. Karen. My friends 

and I always looked 

forward to it every 

week.”
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Adjusting to 
Change

“I found it a little difficult to move into a 

larger classroom environment with the 

larger number of students; however, it 

didn’t take too long to adjust and it 

became an opportunity for me 

to develop more friendships.”

“My transition from 

MBTS to CPHS 

was fairly easy. Having a 

lot of friends already 

attending Cayman Prep, 

I was able to easily 

move from one school 

to the next.”

“I found Maths, in 

particular, to be an easy 

transition due to the 

high levels of Maths

given at MBTS.” 

What advice would 

you give a Grade 6 

student at MBTS?

“… continue to work 

hard, stay  focused 

on the goals you really 

want, and find creative 

ways for motivation to 

achieve great results.”

8



“Montessori By The Sea 
is a very supportive 

school.”

“At MBTS, I learned the importance 

of helping the community and caring 

for others, which always helps to 

create positive surroundings. Coming 

from MBTS helped me develop into 

a confident learner, who is able to 

strive in difficult situations, feel 

comfortable asking for help when I 

need to, and adapt to new 

surroundings.” 9


