
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Survey of Mangrove Restoration Site 

Introduction: 

On Wednesday, 14 December 2021, MEP Executive Director Martin Keeley visited the site of a potential 

mangrove restoration and education site at the home of Mr. Tim Furey, 222 Prospect Point Road, Grand Cayman. On 

the beach side of the home adjacent to South Sound a small lagoon was observed which comprised a well-established 

breakwater of large rocks enclosing a sandy beach area which was open to the tides as there were many openings in 

and around the rocks which allowed a free flow of seawater. Mr. Furey explained that the rocks were in place when he 

purchased the home and that they had been put there at least 20 years previously. 

 

Rock “wall” enclosing a mini lagoon 

Observations: 

 It was observed that the rocks protected a relatively calm area of seawater as they broke the force of any 

currents or wave action. This has enabled the protection of two plant pots containing well established small red 

mangrove trees provided by MEP Associate Director Chris Luijten immediately adjacent to the rocks on the landward 

side of the lagoon. On the west end of the lagoon, it was observed that two red mangrove propagules had established 

themselves successfully.  

 

 

Mangrove Education Project Ltd 
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Phone (345) 948-0319: Fax:  Cell: 345-526-5072  
e-mail: mangroveteacher@yahoo.com: www.marvellousmangroves.org 

Introducing students, teachers, parents and their communities round the world to the wonderful world of mangroves through 

a curriculum-based, in-depth, hands-on science program. Linking exciting and fun-filled ecological exploration with a deep 

understanding of the importance and intricacies of this wonderful ecosystem. 

 



 

Red Mangrove plantings in pots established by the rock “wall” 

 

Red Mangrove propagules establishing themselves 

Proposed project: 

 MEP proposes to use the protected lagoon area as a combination of mangrove restoration and nursery. The 

rock “wall” buffer is ideally placed to provide the necessary protection for establishing a grove of red mangrove trees. 

The smaller lagoon area where the propagules have established themselves should also provide an area where a 

nursery of young mangroves could be developed. 

 There are several major advantages to such a program: 

a) A partnership is proposed with the Mangrove Rangers (which operate as a division of MEP) and 

Montessori-by-the-Sea school to coincide with the “green canopy” replanting celebration of the Queens 

Jubilee in 2022. The replanting will also tie in with MEP’s Marvellous Mangroves curriculum-linked 

education program, as well as enabling students to understand the ecological interrelationships of the 

coastal lagoon itself. The mangroves will attract many species of marine aquatic life which will also give 

students an understanding of the functions and values of this ecosystem. Mr. Furey has agreed that 

Montessori students and Mangrove Rangers will have full access to the location.  



 

b) The concept of a mangrove buffer to protect Cayman homes is not a new one (see attached photos of  Ms. 

Anna Peccarino’s South Sound property. However, this project will provide additional support to 

homeowners who wish to project, preserve, and add to their beachfront property. With the correct 

methodology it can prevent the kind of ecological disasters that have taken place on 7-Mile-Beach caused 

by a deliberate neglect of the function of the ecosystem for the sake of short-term profits. 

c) The success of such a venture will change the mind-set of many wealthy landowners shifting it towards 

mangrove preservation and restoration and away from their destruction. It will enable them to see the 

ecological and aesthetic value of mangroves – not to mention add value to their properties! 

 

 

Photos showing the mangrove buffer belonging to Ms. Anna Peccarino on her South Sound property.                                                 

An example of how mangrove preservation can both protect and enhance shoreline property. 

 



 

 

 

 

Queens Green Canopy Jubilee celebration. 

https://caymannewsservice.com/2021/11/cayman-gets-extra-holiday-for-queens-70th-jubilee/ 

 https://www.facebook.com/156826121132726/posts/today-is-the-official-first-day-of-hm-the-queens-green-canopy-

tree-planting-init/2092943004187685 
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